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Introduction

1

3

4

5

6

8   

Under all state 
constitutions, the 
legislature, not the 
attorney general, is 
given the power to 
make laws.
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11

Criteria for AG Ratings
1. Ethical Breaches and Selective Applications of the Law

 

 

The recent wave of 
lawsuits brought by 
state attorneys general 
has fostered corruption, 
circumvented 
legislative checks on 
regulation, taxes, and 
government spending, 
made government 
less transparent, and 
diverted attention 
away from their 
core responsibilities 
of defending state 
agencies in lawsuits 
and providing legal 
advice to public 
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2. Fabricating Law

 

3. Usurping Legislative Powers

4. Predatory Practices

 

Report Card

Subject: 1. 2. 3. 4.  

Attorney General:

1. Jerry Brown, California

13
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14

15

16

The Los Angeles Times 

18

 

)    

As 
 noted, Brown’s 

decision to switch 
course “at the last 
possible moment before 
the court’s deadline, 
surprised many legal 
experts. The attorney 
general has a legal 
duty to uphold the 
state’s laws as long as 
there are reasonable 
grounds to do so.”
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  Shortly 

31

33

34 

35

36

Brown brought so 
many lawsuits over 
global warming 
against businesses  
and local governments 
that the state 
legislature curbed  
his ability to sue  
local governments.
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38

2. Drew Edmondson, Oklahoma

41

43 44

45   

46

48

Edmondson has  
abused the power  

 
order to intimidate  
political opponents.
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51

53

 

54

55

56

58

The Oklahoman

61

Edmondson persisted 
in his politically 
motivated prosecution 
until 2009, when he 

inevitability that he 
would be found in 
violation of the  
First Amendment.
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63

64

 

65

66   

68 The Wall Street Journal

  

3. Richard Blumenthal, Connecticut

The Tobacco Racket

 

It is worth nothing 
how ironic it is 
for Edmondson to 
complain about 
outsiders meddling 
in Oklahoma politics, 
when out-of-state 
opponents of the 
initiative routinely 
harassed the petition 
gatherers, without 
Edmondson or anyone 
else questioning  
their right to come  
into the state to do so.
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including sales in 
states that did not join the tobacco settlement

 
without their knowledge

 

 
 

As the federal appeals 
court with jurisdiction 
over Connecticut 
observed, had the 
tobacco company 
executives entered into 
a similar settlement 
without the collusion of 
the attorneys general, 
“they would long ago 
have had depressing 
conversations with 
their attorneys 
about the United 
States Sentencing 
Guidelines.”
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81

83

84  

85 

As attorney general, 
Blumenthal has  
supported meritless, 
politically motivated 
lawsuits.
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S
i.e.,

86

88

4. Patrick Lynch, Rhode Island

  

Blumenthal has 
attacked private 
property rights, 
including advocating 
that private homes  
be subject to 
government seizure 
for use by private 
developers.
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 As The Providence Journal
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)

 

)  

A non-partisan ethics 
watchdog observed 
that Lynch’s conduct 
“does not pass the 
smell test.”
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5. Darrell McGraw, West Virginia

111

 As The West Virginia Record

113

114  

115 

116

118  

 

McGraw hired lawyers 
on a contingency fee to 
sue tobacco companies 
in 1995. In response, 

told by the state judge 
handling the state’s 
tobacco lawsuit that 
paying contingency 
fees to lawyers hired 
to represent the state 
was illegal. But he 
went ahead and did it 
anyway.
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The Charleston Daily Mail

 

 

The Charleston Gazette,
131

133

134  

135

136

McGraw has used 
other court settlements 
as his own political 
slush fund, so often 
that 

 summed 
him up as “a lawyer 
who sues on behalf  
of a client, settles  
out of court, and  
keeps the money.”  
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138

141

143

144

145 

146 although 

6. William Sorrell, Vermont 

148

Few state attorneys 
general have done 
more damage to the 
fabric of the law than 
William Sorrell.
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151 

 
153

Sorrell’s bill severely 
undermined the 
principle of individual 
responsibility, by 
holding a tobacco 
company liable for  
a smoker’s injuries 
even if the smoker 
knew the risk of 
smoking and chose  
to smoke anyway.
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154  

155

156 

1,000 percent 158 

  

   
 

161

Conclusion

Many state attorneys 
general across the 
nation conscientiously 

 
every day. However, 
others have failed to 
heed the limits on  
their own power. 
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